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Introduction 


This album of visual resources has been designed to be used by history and social science teachers as part of the curriculum redesign and to address 
the subject of Blackbirding. It consists of 57 visual representations (photographs, engravings and electronic facsimiles from primary sources) and 
essentially covers Australia, New Caledonia, Samoa and Fiji. 


One of the aspects of this period that is particularly interesting is the abundance of primary sources coming mainly from the Australian archives which 
have been doing a tremendous amount of work to publish these sources for over ten years. Visual records of New Hebridean workers in New 
Caledonia, Samoa or Fiji are much rarer and generally correspond to a history often repressed by these countries. 


Most of the documents published here come from the Australian National Archives, or the Queensland or New South Wales State Archives. For New 
Caledonia, the photographs are all taken from Dorothy Shineberg’s book New Hebridean Indentured Labour in New Caledonia, 1865-1930, which is, to 
date, the only serious reference work on this issue and this territory. 


Francis C Bryard 


October 2022. 


1. Maps of itineraries 
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Image 1. Recruitment itineraries in Melanesia, ASSI, 2019 
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Image 2. Itinerary of the recruiter Ariel, 1893, NLA 


2. Kidnapping and recruitment 


Image 3. The Para, recruiting, engraving by Wawn, circa 1890, SLQ 


10 


Image 4. Seizure of the Daphne, 1869, engraving, NLA 


In 1869, HMS Rosario detained the Daphne, 


and found 108 New Hebridean workers on 
board, transported in squalid conditions. 


Inspection of the Daphne’s logbook revealed 
that pages were missing and that no specific 
information about these workers had been 
recorded. 


The Rosario seized the Daphne and took on 
board the recruits to bring them back to the 
New Hebrides. 


The case was highly publicized in Australia 
but was dismissed by the Supreme Court of 
New South Wales. 
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Image 5. The Daphne, Illustrated Sydney News, Wollongong Library 
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Image 7. The Young Dick, recruiting in 1884, Malekula, NLA 
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Image 9. 
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Image 10. The Helena and the May in Bundaberg with new recruits, 1893, John Oxley Library 
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Image 11. Arrival of a recruiter in Bundaberg, 1893, John Oxley Library 
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Image 12. Workers onboard the Fearless, circa 1890, NLA 
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Image 13. Workers on a recruiting vessel, 1890, NLA 
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Image 14. “Island sailors”, State Library of New South Wales 
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Image 15. “Recruits” from a Blackbirder detained by a British warship, Charles Plumb Collection 
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The Carl case is probably one of the worst cases of this period. In July 1871, the Carl 
recruits by force in Epi, Paama, Tanna, and Malekula, then leaves for the Solomons and 
Buka: the recruits trying to mutiny are murdered. 40 killed are thrown into the sea 
along with the wounded. The Carl leaves for Epi to drop off Dr Murray and the other 
survivors are sold to Fiji. 


The perpetrators of the massacre were condemned in 1872 to sentences ranging from 
life imprisonment to fifteen years in prison. Most of these sentences were later 
reduced. Murray, who had participated in the massacre but had denounced it, was not 
incriminated. 


Image 16. The Carl, Australian Heritage, Wollongong Library 
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Image 18. Island Pigs for guns in Tanna, 1870, William Wawn: Among the Pacific Islands 
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Image 19. The South Sea Labour Trad 
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Image 20. Workers from the Solomons a 


3. The life of workers 


‘ - ye 
J 1 ig = uN 5 . c 
- MISTER.» SACIFIC isLANDERS SMESDYED AT +t Ite sn rd eg 


SP OMe of ep + —_ 


astled x4 
FELL SIT — 7 


x 


26 


f - r 
ott aCcriaA TREY PS 
/ 


‘ae eT By. 
a Mar A Apo Ut alah 


a i 
> /, 4 
3 — nhc etry hee fk hg tet — fn F = 


‘ 
j 


/ 


f P 
BY 4 frst Ahesz 


P “6 
4 ‘ 
ATOPIC autem deere Oy-Gh- 2 > 
24976 4 


ata ermterticnsse mj heer 


* 


- 


ey = en) 
Romesi ; Quagatt Factory is ay 


Image 21. Register of Pacific islanders employed at Pioneer Sugar Mill 


Image 22. Pioneer Sugar Mill, unknown date, QSL 
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{* Nature du travail : 
> Durée du travail par jour : 
3+ Heures de repos par jour: 


SECTION IMMIGRATION 


Chaque jour d'absence au travail pour quelque autre cause que ce 
soit ne donnera lieu & Ja reienue que d'un jour seulement. 
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co payées & engage. 
Scam 7 1817 Lengage, s'il est cultivateur, doit la corvée le dimanche jusqu’s neuf 


heures; s'il est domestique, il doit tout son temps. 
, Le Commissaire de I'Immi. 


La journée ordivaire de travail est de douze heures en été et de onze 
heures en hiver, y compris deux beures de repos. 


Image 23. Immigration booklet of Lolole, 8 years old, 1877, SANC 
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Image 25. Women hoeing, Hambledon Plantation, Cairns, c. 1891 
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Image 26. Island women working at the Hambledon Plantation, Cairns, circa 1890 
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Image 27. Work on sugar cane plantations, 1884, QSA 
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Image 28. The new arrivals receive their rations and litter from a plantation store, c. 1890 
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Image 29.. Horses and islanders provided the driving power for the first sugar tramways. Hambledon near Cairns, c. 1892 
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Image 30. Group of workers at a sugar plantation in Ayr, Queensland, circa 1898, John Oxley Library, State Library of Queensland 
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Image 32. Sugar cane cutters in Bundaberg, circa 1906, John Oxley Library, SLQ 
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Image 33. Loading sugar cane on a barge for transport to the sugar mill, Bundaberg, circa 1896, John Oxley Library, SLQ 
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Image 34. Children playing at Innisfail, Queensland, circa 1902-1905 
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Image 36. Labourers from the Solomons working in a copra plantation, Samoa, Alexander Turnbull Library 
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Image 37. Group of workers in front of their huts, Geraldton, Qld, Library of NSW 
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Image 38. Workers at Pioneer Sugar Mill, 1875, NLA 
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Image 41. Group of South Sea islanders gathered in front of the director's house at Macknade Plantation, Ingham, circa 1881, John Oxley Library, State Library of Queensland 
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Image 42. Melanesian workers on a pineapple plantation in Queensland, 1890s, NLA 
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Image 43. Sketch of South Sea workers in front of straw huts on a Queensland plantation, 1895, John Oxley Library, State Library of Queensland 
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Image 45. Islander employees of the Bingera plantation of the Gibson brothers near Bundaberg, gathered for the annual picnic, circa 1890, SLQ 
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Image 46. Sports day at a plantation in the Innisfail district in the 1890s, SLQ 


52 


Image 47. Sports day at a plantation in the Innisfail district in the 1890s, SLQ 


53 


> 
e 


as 4 
Bi Ny Oe 


a SOS 


7 


4 


+ 
1018 & 


+ 
1018 & 


+ 
1018 & 


54 5 i) 


* 
—re0he & 


* 
—T eas 


* 
rs x 


* 
—T eas 


* 
—T eas 


Image 49. New Hebridean labourers working on the “Sans-Culottes” mine in Thio, circa 1870, SLNSW 
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a : Image 50. Workers on the cobalt mine of Lebris Bay in Houailou, Postcard, Max Shekleton Collection ; a7 
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Image 51. New Hebridean workers in Noumea, Postcard, Max Shekleton Collection 


Image 52. New Hebridean workers sentenced to death, 1867, SANC 


On September 20, 1867, Matapou, Soupesale, 
Souarez and Tiver were sentenced to death for the 
murder of Louis Pascal, their recruiter, and his 
wife and two children and the worker Cambroux. 
They were guillotined publicly at Ducos on 
September 25, 1867. 
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4. Towards the end of the recruitment 


Image 53. Islanders awaiting deportation, Cairns, 1906, John Oxley Library, State Library of Queensland 
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Image 54. Islanders on the bridge of the Moresby, Queensland John Oxley Library, State Library of Queensland, 1906-1908 
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Image 57. Christianised workers in Nambour, Queensland, 1906, John Oxley Library, State Library of Queensland 
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